POLS 483 Selected Topics in Political Theory: Hannah Arendt’s Political Philosophy

BOĞAZİÇİ UNIVERSITY, SPRING 2022
Syllabus version: 02/14
W 6-7-8, IB 201
Instructor: Gaye İLHAN DEMIRYOL

(You can address me as Professor İlhan)

Email: gaye.ilhan@boun.edu.tr

            
(This is the best way to contact me under all circumstances.) 

Office hours: There are no office official office hours, but I am available to meet with you over zoom. Feel free to email me to set up an appointment.
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is devoted to exploring the political philosophy of Hannah Arendt, one of the most influential thinkers of the 20th century. The focus is on understanding Arendt’s critique of Western philosophy, with an emphasis on history as a developmental process towards the realization of human freedom. The main themes we will consider are totalitarianism, the rise of modernity, action and public sphere, power and freedom, revolutions, responsibility, and judgment.
The first objective of the course is to provide an overview of Arendt’s work so we will concentrate on Arendt’s own writings. The second objective of the course is to situate Arendt in the larger context of twentieth-century intellectual life and evaluate the contemporary significance of Arendt’s work. For this purpose, we will critically examine and evaluate Arendt’s contribution to political philosophy and her response to predecessors in the tradition of Western philosophy.

Course Format

This course takes place face-to-face. We have only a limited number of elective courses offered face-to-face. So please choose this class if you are willing to make the commitment to come to class regularly.

This is a high-commitment political philosophy course, so you are expected to come to class having done the readings and ready to engage in philosophical discussions. 

Our primary platform for everything related to the course (readings, videos, assessment materials) will be Moodle. Moodle uses your university email address, so all announcement regarding the course will go there. Please make sure that you are checking your university email regularly. 

Academic Integrity

The strength of the university depends on academic and personal integrity. The Department of Political Science and International Relations at Boğaziçi University has the following rules and regulations regarding academic honesty.

1. Copying work from others or giving and receiving answers/information during exams either in written or oral form constitutes cheating.

2. Submitting take-home exams and papers of others as your own, using sentences or paragraphs from another author without the proper acknowledgement of the original author, insufficient acknowledgement of the consulted works in the bibliography, all constitute plagiarism. 

3. Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses and will result in:

a) an automatic “F” for the assignment or the exam

b) an oral explanation before the Departmental Ethics Committee
c) losing the opportunity to request and receive any references from the entire faculty

d) losing the opportunity to apply in exchange programs
e) losing the prospects of becoming a student assistant or a graduate assistant in the department

The students may further be sent to the University Ethics committee or be subject to disciplinary action.

Course Requirements

Completing the offline activities %10

Reading response: %20 

Midterm Essay: 30%

Final Essay: 40% 

Completing the offline activities %10

Each week, I will post an activity online. You may find a short quiz, a paragraph from the readings to explain or a discussion question. You will be doing this on your own during the allotted time. You are required to complete this before coming to class on Wednesday. 

Reading Response: 20% 

You will be expected to write one reading response over the course of the semester. I will assign the readings/weeks to you at the beginning of the semester. Each week, I will consider the students responsible for writing the reading response as “the experts” on that topic. I will call on them, and they will be responsible for actively participating in class discussions.  These students will also be responsible for leading the online discussion session on Thursday.  A portion of your grade will depend on your performance as a discussion leader. If you fail to show up or neglect your duties, you will receive an F for this portion of your reading response grade. 

Midterm Essay: 30%

Final Essay: 40% 

You are required to write 2 essays throughout the semester. The questions will be distributed ahead of time and will be submitted via the homework module on moodle. The details of these assignments will be conveyed to you during the semester. 
COURSE READINGS 
There is no textbook for this course. The readings will be posted online. Additionally, the following books by Hannah Arendt have been translated into Turkish: The Origins of Totalitarianism (Totalitarizmin Kaynakları, 1, 2, 3), Eichmann in Jerusalem (Kötülüğün Sıradanlığı), Between Past and Future (Geçmişle Gelecek Arasında), The Human Condition (İnsanlık Durumu), On Revolution (Devrim Üzerine). Finally, an excellent biography by Elisabeth Young-Bruehl is also available in Turkish. 
This is a political philosophy course and you are very much expected to do readings in a consistent and timely manner and to bring your text to class. 
Arendt works to be read: 

Eichmann in Jerusalem,

The Human Condition 

The Origins of Totalitarianism 

Between Past and Future

On Revolution

Lectures on Kant’s Political Philosophy 

Selected Essays 

Movies to be watched: 
“Hannah Arendt,” Margarethe von Trotta
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